
Greetings to each of you and welcome to 2008! I 
hope everyone endured the hustle and bustle of the 
holidays. Thanks to everyone who attended last 
month’s presentation.  Sara Clark gave an enlight-
ening speech about the Wichita Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s Railroad Crossing Plan. 
 
Please remember there is still time to nominate 
candidates for awards.  Nominations must be made 
by January 31st. Please feel free to contact me or 
any of the other board members to nominate one of 
your piers for one of these distinguished awards. 
We want the Wichita Chapter of KSPE to be well 
represented at the state awards competition.  The 
state awards will be presented this summer at the 
Annual Conference here in Wichita. 
 
The annual conference planning is moving forward, 
and will be kicking into high gear later this month.  
One of the most important aspects of the planning 
is to secure sponsorships for the conference.  The 
KSPE annual conference is the largest event of the 
year for KSPE.  It will bring engineers from all 
over the state to Wichita this year.  However, it will 
not be possible without the help of sponsors.  
WSPE will be soliciting sponsors for the event 
beginning next month.  Several levels of sponsor-
ship are available, so if you are interested, please 
contact one of the officers.   

KSPE Board Meeting Update 

As we begin this year WSPE needs your help.  Engi-
neers’ week is coming up quickly.  The dates are 
Feb. 17th to Feb. 23rd.  Please note that the Annual 
WCES banquet in on Thursday, Feb. 21st.  We have 
tickets available if anyone is interested.  (See the 
newsletter for more info)  WSPE will also be spon-
soring our annual “Engineer for a Day” program on 
the 21st.  This is a chance for high school students 
from around the area to spend the day with an engi-
neer or group of engineers and learn about what they 
do.  Last year we had several students participate.  
Many others wanted to participate, but we could not 
find sponsors for them.  This is a great way to poten-
tially affect a student’s career path, and to promote 
the profession of engineering.  We need to get more 
high school students interested in engineering, and 
this is a great way to do just that.  However, we need 
your help as sponsors to make this program a suc-
cess.  Please consider taking some time to host a 
student this year and contact Seth Niebaum if you 
are interested. 
 
Our January meeting will be a construction update of 
the Waterman Improvement Project. Gary Janzen, 
with the City of Wichita Engineering Department, 
will give a presentation on the project and its pro-
gress.  We’ll see you on the 24th!! 
 
Patrick Baer, P.E. 
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The KSPE Board met January 4th in Overland Park at the offices of HNTB for the quarterly meeting.  There was a full 
agenda and the meeting ran well into the afternoon.  Ken Lee from the Wichita Chapter gave an update on the status of 
the planning for the annual conference.   The final agenda is in progress and sponsor letters will be going out by the end 
of the month.  Plans are moving ahead for the PE recognition ceremony to be held at the statehouse in the summer for 
April exam applicants.  KSPE is seeking a more active role with the board of Technical Professions.  A spring profes-
sional development program is going to be held in Emporia and is tentatively scheduled for the first week of April. 
 
The budget was reviewed and consideration is being made to establish a five year budget plan for the society.  A lengthy 
discussion about the updates to the KSPE strategic plan covered topics from membership surveys to KSPE successes and 
failures.  A new strategic plan will be outlined in the coming months.  KSPE has set aside a significant amount of cash 
for membership and we will gladly entertain any suggestions on how to attract new members.  A modification to the 
society’s bylaws and constitution is being considered that would allow a “state-only” member category.   There are ongo-
ing discussions as to the specific changes that will be implemented. 
 
Finally, the board voted to support the state board of technical profession’s proposed revision of licensure regulations that 
would allow the use of electronic signatures.  The proposed revision will require a software lock that will invalidate a 
drawing or document if modified.  KSPE is continuing to strive for improvement in legislative relations and Ron Gaches 
would love to talk with any members seeking advice on working with their legislators.  Contact Ken Lee at 
klee@rbkansas.com or 264-8008 if you have any questions. 
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WSPE Award Nominations 
It’s that time of year when we need to be thinking about chapter award nominations.  The categories are 
open to all members of KSPE as well as several that are also open to non-members.  The chapter 
awardees will be entered in the KSPE competition in their respective category. 
 
To nominate a qualified candidate, please e-mail Jeff Lackey at jrlackey@transystems.com or fax at 303-
0156 or notify a WSPE board member.  Please include the name of the person you are nominating, the 
award you are nominating them for, and the reason you think they should be nominated.  Nominations 
will be taken until January 31, 2008. 
 
The Award categories are: 
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
OUTSTANDING TEACHER AWARD 
OUTSTANDING CITIZEN AWARD 
ENGINEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
KSPE AWARD 
OUTSTANDING ENGINEERING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD 
YOUNG ENGINEER OF THE YEAR AWARD (1) 
INTERN ENGINEER AWARD (2) 
GOVERNMENT ENGINEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
 
(1) 35 years of age or younger, licensed PE, KSPE member in good standing 
(2) 35 years of age or younger 
 
Please contact Jeff Lackey (jrlackey@transystems.com) or any board member if you have any questions 
regarding the requirements for consideration for any of the above named awards.   
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The semi-annual PLTW advisory council was held Tuesday, January 8th at West High School.  The 
discussions this month primarily revolved around trying to get KSPE and WSPE more involved in try-
ing to obtain funding at the state level for the PLTW program.  A strategic plan for south central Kansas 
is in the works and it is our hope that we will have a cohesive plan in place for presentation to legisla-
tors in the near future.  The first goal is to establish PLTW classes in as many 3A and larger schools as 
possible.  We have not established a specific percentage goal at this point in time.  Also, there was sig-
nificant discussion about the need to start PLTW programs at the middle school level.  The intent of 
those classes is to teach basic engineering principles and to capture the interests of students prior to high 
school.  The Engineering Foundation of Kansas (an affiliate of KSPE) is most likely going to see in-
creased interaction with the PLTW leadership in an attempt to set realistic expectations for the program.   
Contact Ken Lee at klee@rbkansas.com or 264-8008 if you have any questions. 
 

Project Lead The Way Update 

The 2008 Engineer For a Day program is well underway and we would like to extend thanks to all of 
the current hosting organization.  As always, it’s not too late to be a part of this program. If you or your 
company would like more information about nominating a student, being a host organization or just 
want information about the program, feel free to contact Seth Niebaum by email at 
seth.niebaum@pec1.com or phone at 316-262-2691.   

Engineer For A Day 
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Location: Oklahoma Room 
 Farm Credit Bank Building 
 245 N. Waco 
          Wichita, KS   
  
Park south of the building at the Central Church of  Christ 
 
Date: Thursday, January 24th 
 
Time: 12:00-1:00 P.M. 
                       
Topic:           Waterman Street Improvements 
 
Speakers:    Gary Janzen with the City of Wichita 
  
Cost:    $10.00/Person 
 
Meal:  Box lunch and soft drinks�
�
RSVP:  Call Michelle Winklemann with reservations at 263-6121 or e-mail at 

winkelmann@pbworld.com by 4:00 PM, Tuesday, January 22nd. 
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The e-newsletter is being distributed every month directly to the desktops of more than half of the members in our society.  This has cut 
our mailing and publications costs in half to date and we hope to increase our savings by getting more and more members on the e-mail list 
for the e-newsletter. 
 
If you are not getting the newsletter via e-mail and would like to receive the newsletter in your e-mail instead of by postal service, please 
send me an e-mail at seth.niebaum@pec1.com and I will get you on the e-mail list and off the regular mailing list. 
 
Also, if you are having problems with the e-newsletter or know someone that isn’t receiving theirs, please contact me at the above e-mail 
address. 
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The Kansas Society of Professional Engineers 
(KSPE) is a professional organization offering a tri
-level membership at the national, state, and local 
levels to approximately 1000 engineers practicing 
in Kansas.  
  
Members work in a variety of capacities and are a 
diversified group with backgrounds in all engineer-
ing disciplines.   
  
The KSPE goal is to promote, recognize, and en-
hance the engineering profession by delivering 
professional development products and ser-
vices, encouraging licensure, and advocating leg-
islation and public policy for the betterment of hu-
man welfare and the profession. 
  
Belonging to KSPE gives you a way to demon-
strate interest in professional engineering by al-
lowing you to maintain lines of communications 
with entities across the state that can impact the 
profession.  
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E-Newsletter News 
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Please go to the NSPE Website www.nspe.org and update your membership information.  Click on the membership link and then 
click the online change of address form. Your username is your membership ID# (found on your NSPE card) and your password is 
your last name. 

� � < � � % �

�
����
�
�������
��
The current checking account balance is $2253.32. 
The current savings account balance is $794.07.  
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Jeff Herlocker, E.I.T. 
Phone 316/612-0452 
Mobile 316/619-2199 

Fax 316/612-0946 
herlockerj@contech-cpi.com 

www.contech-cpi.com 
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924 N Main, Wichita, Kansas 67203 
(316) 264-8008 
(316) 264-4621 fax 
info@rbkansas.com 
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