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September 2016 

KSPE 

September is here which means 
chapter meetings will start popping onto 
your calendars. First out of the gate is 
the annual meeting with MSPE hosting 
the NSPE president. The meeting is 
earlier than normal this year so I hope 
you've already seen the emails and 
signed up.  
  
Your likely already aware that this is a 
big election year with many state office 
races. The August primary was active 
and November is coming quickly. For 
KSPE, this means we will have a large 
turnout at our annual legislative 
breakfast in October. Please come and 
engage our elected officials as we 
discuss those issues that affect the 
engineering community and profession. 
I would also ask that you personally 
invite your district's representative. 
Watch for details to come to your inbox 
soon. 

  
We had a short summer break after a 
successful annual conference. 
Hopefully you enjoyed the summer and 
had a break yourself. I'm looking 
forward to kicking off the KSPE year. 
Our board met in August to plan the 
year. I've given a list of the meetings 
planned for the rest of 2016. Get the 
placeholder on your calendrers now.  
  
Hopefully you had a safe Labor Day, 
enjoyed the start of football season, 
and keep your fingers crossed for the 
Royals as they make their final push for 
a playoff spot.  
  
See you at a KSPE event soon… 
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KSPE EC Website 
The website will be updated on 
the 1st of each month or as 
needed should there be time 
sensitive information. 
 
Check it out… 
www.kansasengineer.org/
Chapters/Eastern.aspx 
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If you have photos taken at 
KSPE events, please submit 
them to Cheri Schoenhals, 
cschoenhals@gbateam.com, for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 

2016 KSPE Meeting Schedule 
 

2016 
Thursday, September 8: Dinner meeting with NSPE President 
 
Thursday, October 27: Legislative Breakfast 
 
Thursday, November 17: KSPE Update Dinner Meeting 
 
No December Meeting 
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Upcoming Chapter Meeting Announcement 
 

September Dinner Meeting 
Please note: registration is closed 

 
Joint Meeting with The Western Chapter of MSPE  

53rd Consecutive Year to Meet with the NSPE President   
A Kansas City Tradition 

 
NSPE President: Kodi Verhalen, P.E., Esq., F.NSPE 

  
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2016 
 
Location: Grand St. Café 
 4740 Grand Ave 
 Kansas City, MO 64112  
 
Time: 4:30 p.m. Board Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Registration/Social Hour 
 6:00 p.m. Dinner and Meeting 
 
 
 
Program:  
NSPE President Kodi Verhalen, PE, Esq., F. NSPE [https://www.nspe.org/
sites/default/files/resources/images/Kodi-Verhalen.jpg]Kodi Jean Verhalen, 
P.E., Esq., F.NSPE currently serves as the 2016–17 President of the Na-
tional Society of Professional Engineers. She is the youngest Professional 
Engineer and only the third woman to advance in this position since the So-
ciety’s founding in 1934. 
 
Ms. Verhalen is an associate in the Energy Section at the law firm of Briggs 
and Morgan, P.A where she works with many Professional Engineers, Engi-
neers-in-Training, and engineers on large energy infrastructure projects 
both from a regulatory and an environmental perspective. Prior to joining 
Briggs, she was an environmental engineer for a Minnesota electric utility 
company. 
 
Since 2001 she has been an active member of both the Minnesota Society 
of Professional Engineers (MnSPE) and NSPE. She started MnSPE’s first 
student chapter at the University of Minnesota-Duluth. A year after college 
graduation she was elected to the MnSPE Executive Committee advancing 
to the position of MnSPE president in 2010. Her leadership roles with NSPE 
have included membership on the Board of Directors and House of Dele-
gates, chairman of the Membership Committee, the Bylaws Review Task 
Force, and the Position Statement and Professional Policy Development 
Task Force. 

Other Event Info 
 
Save the Date 
Eastern Chapter’s Annual Fall 
Legislative Event will be a breakfast 
held Thursday morning October 
27th.  State Senators and State 
Representatives within our Chapter will 
be invited so this is an excellent 
opportunity to meet them and voice our 
concerns on issues we feel are 
important to us professionally and 
personally.  Mark your calendars and 
plan to attend on October 27th.  More 
details will be available in the next 
newsletter. 
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20162016--2017 Chapter Leadership2017 Chapter Leadership  

President Cliff Speegle, P.E. 
Affinis Corporation 
8900 Indian Creek Pkwy, Suite 450 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
913-239-1110 
cspeegle@affinis.us  

Vice President Cindy McCann, P.E. 
HNTB Corporation 
7400 West 129th Street, Suite 100 
Overland Park, KS  66213  
913-491-9333 
cmccann@hntb.com  

Secretary 
  
  

Charlie Love, P.E. 
City of Overland Park 
8500 Santa Fe Drive 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913-895-6036 
charlie.love@opkansas.org   

Treasurer Tony Rome, P.E. 
City of Overland Park 
8500 Santa Fe Drive 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913-895-6001 
tony.rome@opkansas.org   

  
Past President 
  

Ryan DaMetz, P.E. 
LOCHNER 
16105 W. 13th Street, Suite 107 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
816-945-5861 
rdametz@hwlochner.com  

  
State Director 
  

Kiel Johnson, P.E. 
WaterOne 
10747 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS  66219-9624 
913-895-5767 
kjohnson@waterone.org  

    

     

Board of Directors: 
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Director(s)  
Model Bridge  
(1 year)  

Mark L. Johnston, P.E. 
LOCHNER 
903 East 104th Street, Suite 800 
Kansas City, MO 64131-3451 
816-363-2696 
mjohnston@hwlochner.com  

Co-Chair 
Model Bridge  
 

Ozzy Bravo, P.E. 
Terracon 
13910 W 96th Terrace 
Lenexa, KS 66215 
913-998-7382 
ozzy.bravo@terracon.com  

 
 

Director 
MathCounts 
(1 year) 

Tony Rome, P.E. 
City of Overland Park 
8500 Santa Fe Drive 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913-895-5016 
tony.rome@opkansas.org  

Co-Chair 
MathCounts 

Rachel Henkhaus, PhD, P.E. 
Garver 
12200 NW Ambassador Drive, Suite 625 
Kansas City, MO 64163 
816-298-6465 
rehenkhaus@garverusa.com 

Legislative 
 

Charlie Love, P.E. 
City of Overland Park 
8500 Santa Fe Drive 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
913-895-6036 
charlie.love@opkansas.org   

Fundraising Rodney M. Holcomb, S.E.,P.E. 
Burns & McDonnell 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
816-349-6693 
rholcomb@burnsmcd.com  

Awards Cliff Speegle, P.E. 
Affinis Corporation 
8900 Indian Creek Pkwy, Suite 450 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
913-239-1110 
cspeegle@affinis.us  

Co-Chair 
Awards 

John Spell, EI 
Affinis Corporation 
8900 Indian Creek Pkwy, Suite 450 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
913-239-1137 
jspell@affinis.us  

Young 
Engineers 

Brett Holt 
LOCHNER 
16105 W 113th Street, Suite 107 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
913-945-5840 
bholt@hwlochner.com  

Engineering  
Preparation 

Tawn Nugent, P.E. 
GBA 
9801 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS  66219-9745 
913-577-8467 
tnugent@gbateam.com 

  
Community  
Service 
Project 

Anne Schroer, P.E. 
GBA 
9801 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219-9745 
913-577-8257 
aschroer@gbateam.com  

Advertising Kristen Leathers, P.E. 
Affinis Corporation 
7401 West 129th Street, Suite 110 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-239-1122 
kleathers@affinis.us  

Executive 
Secretary 

Cheri Schoenhals 
GBA 
9801 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219-9745 
913-577-8329 
cschoenhals@gbateam.com  

  

20162016--2017 Chapter Leadership2017 Chapter Leadership  

Committee Chairs: 
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9801 Renner Blvd   Lenexa, KS 66219   913.492.0400   gbateam.com 

creating remarkable solutions for a higher quality of life 
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