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By: Chad Hall

Welcome to September! The new year is upon us.  I am happy to become your new Eastern 
chapter president for 2022-2023.  Rachel did an amazing job and I hope I can use her great 
leadership as a stepping-stone to this upcoming year.  As we move a little farther from the 
trying times of 2020 and 2021, I hope we can all get out and see each other again in person 
and get involved in our local chapters and national work.  

To start off the new fiscal year, the NSPE president will be in town later this month and I hope 
to see many of you there. Like Rachel mentioned last month, I am also looking forward to 
hearing about your summer vacations and all the great things you have been doing since we 
last met in May.  

Thanks to all those who voted last month to help set the official board 
members for our Eastern Chapter. I am happy to announce your new 
2022-2023 Eastern Chapter board is myself, Chad Hall, your new 
President (officially), who has taken the traditional horse reins of this 
chapter and I will be assisted by Cody Porter (Vice President), Jordan 
Herbert (Treasurer) and John Westbrook (Secretary)! 

I look forward to seeing you all this year and lets grow the chapter 
and bring in some new people as we go!  

Chad Hall,  P.E., AVP 
H DR Engineering
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KSPE September Meeting

Our September Meeting is quickly approaching! 
59th Consecutive Meeting with the NSPE President -  

A Kansas City Tradition 

Date: Thursday, September 29th 

Time: 
      5:15 - 5:45 p.m. - Social 
      5:45 - 6:30 p.m. - Dinner 
      6:30 - 7:30 p.m. – Presentation 

Where: 
     Grand Street Café   
     4740 Grande Ave  
  Kansas City, MO 

Cost: 
     $30 for Members and Guests 
     $15 for Student Chapter Members 

Register here today:  www.mspe.org/event-4596252 

Event Details: 
Featuring Mr. Britt Smith, P.E. F.NSPE, the 2022-2023 President of NSPE. 

https://mspe.org/event-4596252
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KSPE Upcoming Events

The 22nd Annual Olathe District Schools 8th Grade Career EXPO will be held on 
Wednesday, November 3rd at Johnson Community College. This event provides 
over 2,200 8th graders a chance to talk with professionals in a wide variety of 
careers. KSPE Eastern Chapter has hosted a booth for the past 11 years 
introducing hundreds of young minds to the field of engineering.   

Please join us this year by volunteering your time and energy to represent KSPE. 
We need at least 6 volunteers between 8 am and 3 pm. Please contact Tawn 
Nugent at tnugent@trekkdesigngroup.com for more information and to 
volunteer for a two hour shift. 

22nd Annual Olathe District Schools 8th Grade Career EXPO

Legislative Breakfast
Please join us for the annual KSPE – EC Legislative Breakfast on Thursday, 
October 13th at Thompson Barn! Doors will open at 7am for registration and 
networking, followed by a delicious warm breakfast at 7:30. Legislators will 
provide self-introductions, committee and district updates starting at 7:55, and 
our keynote speaker will start at 8:20. We will adjourn promptly at 9am. 

This year, we’ll be hearing from experts in the Water Resiliency space, including 
policy, funding and technical solutions that have been deployed across the 
Midwest. 

The cost is $45 to attend. Our state delegation is invited free of charge, and to 
offset that cost we are requesting firms to sponsor a legislator at a cost of $45. 
Your sponsorship will be acknowledged verbally, and visually with the display of 
your company logo. 

Register here today: www.kansasengineer.org/event-4955363 

mailto:tnugent@trekkdesigngroup.com
http://www.kansasengineer.org/event-4955363
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Benedictine Student Report & KSPE STEM Grant Summary

Under the sponsorship of the Eastern Chapter, the Benedictine College Student 
Chapter formed last spring.  They kicked off a new year with their first meeting 
on Wednesday, September 7. Lunch for the meeting was sponsored by the 
Eastern Chapter.      

If your company would like to sponsor a meeting this year, please contact Cindy 
McCann at cmccann@hntb.com for details. 

Next meeting:  Wednesday October 5 

Benedictine College KSPE Student Chapter Update

KSPE STEM Grant Report from Kansas City, KS Public Schools

We received a report from KC STEM Alliance on the grant KSPE gave KCK 
School District. The funds helped them expand their Project Lead The Way 
(PLTW) program – and hopefully recruit more students into STEM careers!  

Project Lead The Way Launch provides transformative learning experiences for 
K-5 students and teachers across the U.S. Students participate in an engaging, 
hands-on classroom environment and are empowered to develop in-demand 
knowledge and skills needed to thrive. Project Lead the Way provides teachers 
with the training, resources, and support they need to engage students in real-
world learning. 

Through our grant, more than 2,628 students and teachers were impacted and 
participated. Grant funds were used to purchase PLTW kits and additional 
materials needed to continue and expand implementation of PLTW through the 
Library program. 

mailto:cmccann@hntb.com
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Employment Opportunities and Company Announcements 

Publish employment opportunities and company/agency announcements in the 
newsletter.  The monthly cost for an ad is $50.00 for a 1/8 page and $100.00 for 
a 1/4 page.  This is a great way to get your employment opportunities in front 
of the people you want to hire.  These ads can be placed at any time 
throughout the publication year (September through June) and can be run for 
as long as you need them.  Contact Kristen Leathers-Gratton (Advertising 
committee) at kleathers@affinis.us or 913-239-1122, if you have any questions. 

mailto:kleathers@affinis.us
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Engineers are fun, see... A look back at 2022 events!

Stream Clean

March Madness

July KSPE/MSPE Young 
Engineer’s Summer Picnic
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Engineers are fun, see... A look back at 2022 events!

Awards Breakfast 
recognizing Eric 
Mutabazi (left), 
Jordan Herbert 
(right) and Brian 
Scovill (bottom)
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Engineers are fun, see... A look back at 2022 events!

Awards Breakfast
recognizing Kristen 
Leathers-Gratton (top 
left) and the HW Lochner, 
Inc. team (bottom)
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KSPE August Meeting Minutes
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Meeting Minutes Continued
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Treasurer's Report                               May-July 2022



September 2022 Page  12

Chapter Leadership

                      Past President 

Rachel Henkhaus, PhD, P.E. 
Garver 
7301 W 129th Street 
Suite 330 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
816-298-6465 
REHenkhaus@GarverUSA.com 

                               President 

Chad Hall, P.E. 
HDR Engineering 
10450 Holmes RD Suite 600 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-360-2731 
chad.hall@hdrinc.com

                   Vice President 
                  
Cody Porter, P.E. 
Wilson & Co 
800 E 101st Ter, Suite 200 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-701-3100 
cody.porter@wilsonco.com 

                         Treasurer 
  
Jordan Herbert, P.E. 
HNTB Corporation 
7400 W 129th Street 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-312-4959 
jherbert@hntb.com 

                      State Director 

Kurt Rotering, P.E. 
Olsson 
7301 W 133rd Street 
Suite 200 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-381-1170 
krotering@olsson.com 

                            Secretary                
                  
John Westbrook, P.E. 
City of Leawood 
4800 Town Center Drive 
Leawood, KS 66211 
913-663-9138 
jwestbrook@leawood.org 

                       Model Bridge 
                     

Dan Arbogast, P.E. (MO) 
TREKK Design Group 
1411E 104th Street  
Kansas City, MO 64131 
651-230-6808 
darbogast@trekkdesigngroup.
com 

MathCounts                       

Rachel Henkhaus, PhD, P.E. 
Garver 
7301 W 129th Street 
Suite 330 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
816-298-6465 
REHenkhaus@GarverUSA.com 

                                   Awards 

Allison Bruner, P.E 
TREKK Design Group 
1411E 104th Street  
Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-874-4655 
abruner@trekkdesigngroup.com 

mailto:chad.hall@hdrinc.com
mailto:bholt@hwlochner.com
mailto:REHenkhaus@GarverUSA.com
mailto:REHenkhaus@GarverUSA.com
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Chapter Leadership

                         Membership 
  
Robynn Andracsek, PE 
Burns & McDonnell 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
816-822-3596 
randracsek@burnsmcd.com 

                           Fundraising 
  
Rodney M. Holcomb, S.E.,P.E. 
Burns & McDonnell 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
816-349-6693 
rholcomb@burnsmcd.com  

                          Engineering 
                     Preparation 
Tawn Nugent, P.E. 
TREKK Design Group 
1411 E 104th Street  
Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-877-8684 
tnugent@trekkdesigngroup.com 

                           Advertising 
  
Kristen Leathers, P.E. 
Affinis Corporation 
7401 West 129th Street, 
Suite 110 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
913-239-1122 
kleathers@affinis.us  

         Community Service 

Anne Schroer, P.E. 
GBA 
One Renner Ridge 
9801 Renner Boulevard 
Lenexa, KS 66219-9745 
913-577-8257 
aschroer@gbateam.com 

           Executive Secretary 

Liz Chael 
Lizsparkman@gmail.com 
918-857-8222 

  

                 Young Engineers 
  
Darren Meyer 
Wilson & Co 
800 E 101st Terrace 
Suite 200 
Kansas City, MO 64131 
816-701-3100 
darren.meyer@wilsonco.com 

     Benedictine Chair 

Cindy McCann P.E. 
HNTB Corporation 
7400 W 129th Street 
Overland Park, KS 66213 
(913) 312-4826 
CMcCann@hntb.com 

mailto:kleathers@affinis.us
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Professional Directory
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Professional Directory


