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September Meeting 
KSPE Update 

 
Location:      Kansas Sports Hall of Fame 
     238 N. Mead 
     
 
Time:             12:00 PM, Tuesday, September 19th 
                       
 
Topic:           KSPE Update with Ron Gaches and KSPE President, 
             Chris Bohm. 
 
 
Cost:    $10.00/Person 
 
 
Meal: BBQ buffet and sodas 
 
 
RSVP:  Call Michelle Winklemann with reservations at 263-6121 

or e-mail at winkelmann@pbworld.com  by 12:00 PM, 
 Friday, September 15th 

 
WSPE would like to thank the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame for the  

use of their facility and Contech Construction Prod ucts for  
sponsoring the room rental. 
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President’s Message 
 
Greetings everyone and thanks to all who came out to our 
annual outing at the Wranglers game last month!  It was a 
beautiful night for baseball and I know those who attended 
had a lot of fun, myself included.   
 
Last month I had the opportunity to attend the KSPE State 
and Chapter Leadership Development Conference in 
Topeka.  This excellent event was hosted by Ron Gaches 
and his staff at the state level and was intended to touch 
base with the chapter leaders from across the state to 
inform them of things happening at both the national and 
state level to relay to our members.  In addition, it was an 
opportunity for us as chapter leaders to network with the 
other chapter leaders and exchange ideas for chapter 
meetings and discuss general issues we had with our own 
chapters.  One issue I found particularly troubling, that 
had occurred in another chapter, was a company who 
actually discouraged their employees from being involved 
with organizations such as KSPE because they didn’t want 
to lose their employees to competing organizations.  I 
could not disagree more with this policy for a number of 
reasons.  First, it shows that the firm obviously has some 
major internal flaws if it is that concerned about 
employees finding a better employer.  As an employer, I 
would want my employees networking with other 
engineers in the community, learning about the issues the 
engineering community faces, meeting new people and 
prospective clients and earning professional development 
hours.  I know I personally have met new clients and 
business partners and developed those relationships in 
engineering societies and organizations which in turn has 
helped MY organization.  Just in the past year I have 
learned about project related opportunities and have 
partnered with other engineering firms all at engineering 
related conferences.  I hope all WSPE members and 
member organizations would take a stand against any idea 
that discourages participation in KSPE, WSPE or any 
engineering organization that enhances the engineering 
community and develops the professional engineer. 
 
This month Ron Gaches, Executive Director of KSPE and 
Chris Bohm, KSPE President will meet with WSPE and 
update us on state level issues and how they pertain to us 
as members.  I hope that everyone can attend and I look 
forward to seeing you on the 19th! 
 
Jeff Lackey, P.E.. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
The current checking account balance is $911.36. 
The current savings account balance is $789.83. 
 
 

Contact Information Update 
 
Please go to the NSPE Website www.nspe.org and update 
your membership information.  Click on the membership 
link and then click the online change of address form. 
Your username is your membership ID# (found on your 
NSPE card) and your password is your last name. 
 
EFK Fundraiser Golf Tournament 
 
The 7th annual Engineer’s Foundation of Kansas 
Fundraiser Golf Tournament is scheduled for September 
22nd at Colbert Hills in Manhattan Kansas.  It’s not too 
late to sponsor a hole or register to be a participant.  
Sponsorship and registration information is available 
online at www.kansasengineer.org or by calling the KSPE 
office at 785.233.2121.  Proceeds benefit EFK programs, 
including: MATHCOUNTS and Engineering Programs at 
KSU, KU and WSU.  
 
E-Newsletter News 
 
The e-newsletter is being distributed every month directly 
to the desktops of more than half of the members in our 
society.  This has cut our mailing and publications costs in 
half to date and we hope to increase our savings by getting 
more and more members on the e-mail list for the e-
newsletter. 
 
If you are not getting the newsletter via e-mail and would 
like to receive the newsletter in your e-mail instead of by 
postal service, please send me an e-mail at 
seth.niebaum@pec1.com and I will get you on the e-mail 
list and off the regular mailing list. 
 
Also, if you are having problems with the e-newsletter or 
know someone that isn’t receiving theirs, please contact 
me at the above e-mail address. 
 
New Members 
 
Ryan McCullough with Baughman Company and Sean 
Miller with MKEC Engineering Consultants are the 
newest members of WSPE.  Let’s welcome them to our 
chapter.   
 
WSPE Survey 
 
In the coming months, we will be sending out a 
survey/questionnaire to help us determine how to better 
serve the members of WSPE.  Some of the items we hope 
to address are meeting topics, recruitment activities and 
community projects. 



Larry Hole to be Honored by NCEES 
  
At their 2006 Annual Business Meeting, the National 
Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying 
(NCEES) will honor Lawrence D. Hole, P.E., with the 
Distinguished Service Award for his dedicated service to 
the engineering and surveying professions.  
  
Hole served the engineering community for more than 25 
years before his death in January 2006. As a member of 
the Kansas State Board of Technical Professions from 
1998 to 2004, he served as secretary, vice chair, and as a 
committee chair. In 2003, he was elected chair of the 
board and was later named an emeritus member. Hole 
participated on the NCEES mechanical engineering exam 
committee for four years. He also served on the 
Fundamentals of Engineering exam content review 
committee and the Committee on Awards. He attended 12 
national and zone meetings and served as assistant vice 
president for the Central Zone in 2004–2005. 
  
He promoted the value of licensure not only through his 
Council activities but also through other professional 
organizations. He participated in the engineering student 
forums of three Kansas universities and made many 
presentations on ethics and licensure to university 
engineering classes and other professional groups. He also 
promoted National Engineers Week programs for nearly a 
decade. 
  
Hole served as president of the Wichita chapter of the 
Kansas Society of Professional Engineers (KSPE) and as a 
founding member of the Wichita Council of Engineering 
Societies. He was named KSPE Outstanding Young 
Engineer in 1992 and was a fellow of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and of the National 
Society of Professional Engineers. In 2004, he was 
presented the KSPE Engineer of the Year Award.  
 
The NCEES Annual Meeting will be held September 13–
16 in Anchorage, Alaska. NCEES develops licensing 
examinations for the engineering and surveying 
professions. These examinations are used by engineering 
and surveying licensing boards across the United States as 
part of their candidate assessment process. NCEES also 
provides examination scoring and administration services 
to licensing boards, as well as a variety of other products 
and services to engineering and surveying professionals. 
NCEES headquarters is located in Clemson, S.C. 
 
KSPE Board Meeting Update 
 
The KSPE Board of Directors met on Friday, August 18th 
in Topeka for its quarterly meeting.  More sponsors are 
still needed for the EFK golf tournament (currently 
seven).  Beginning in November, uniform chapter dues 
will be applied across the state.  Our chapter’s 

membership dues will rise from $12/year to $15/year as a 
result of this change.  KSPE is still working on the PE 
recognition ceremony.  They hope to have the program in 
effect for the spring of 2007.  One area of discussion was 
the use of electronic (digital) signatures on plans.  There is 
a movement started by Wolf Creek to allow the use of 
those signatures.  Current law allows the use of digitally 
produced seals, but does not allow digital signatures.  The 
board decided to support the initiative.  KSPE is doing 
well financially due to the success of the Kansas City 
conference. 
 
In membership matters, NSPE is continuing to catch up on 
its invoices.  If you are not sure about your membership 
dues status, call Brandi Becker at (785) 233-2121.  There 
were a number of members on the delinquent list who had 
paid their dues. 
 
WSPE Constitution Changes 
  
In an effort to promote involvement within the leadership 
positions of WSPE, we have eliminated 3 officer 
positions; WSPE Director, President Elect and Past 
President.  There will be a transition period over the next 
two years before these changes have taken full effect.  The 
restructuring of the Board of Directors decreases the time 
commitment from 7 years to 4 years.  Another change we 
have made is the creation of an Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee is intended to provide guidance 
to the Board of Directors and will consist of 3 senior 
WSPE members.  These members will be appointed by the 
Board and the term will be 2 years.  Hopefully these 
changes will encourage more of our members to become 
involved in the direction and leadership of WSPE.  We 
will be voting on these changes at the September meeting. 
 
Location Map 
 
For those of you not familiar with Old Town, here is a 
map to help you locate the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame. 

 

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame 
238 N. Mead 
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PO Box 818 �  Andover, KS �  Phone 316/619-2199 

www.contech-cpi.com 
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924 N Main, Wichita, Kansas 67203 
(316) 264-8008 
(316) 264-4621 fax 
info@rbkansas.com 

 


